ol facts.

—____

VOI.. 1.

»oumm

3 The Negro Problem And The New
3 Negro Crime.

2 | By the BEditor of Harper's Wae:kly.]
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A wellknows and well=informsd | occurrence of the new ctimein the
member of the Federal House of | Northern States, where the Negro
Reprosentatives from Alabama, Mr. [ cannot be supposed to he lapsing
Bankhead, recently asserted that|into barbarism, becauvse he is sur-
since the State Constitution by lrounded by the civilizing influences
which Negros are disfranchised be- :ol'a white race vastly preponderent
canie operativein Missisgippi, there |in numbers, Exact statitical data
has not occurred in that State w sin. | are not yet forth coming, but those
ole instance of the so_callad “new' | who have inves

rime, by which is meant the | press the opinion that the particular
The | crime in question iscommitted even
say that, | more frequently by Negroes at the
un-| North than ar the South, if the

gated the matter ex
Nugroo
Crime against swhie women,
Representative went o5 to
besome

il thiis crime should

kuown inthissection of the country, | small pumerical proportion which
there would beno “Negro problem,’ t]:L\ benr to the environing swhite

) far as the South is concerned. | population in the former section be
I'be alleged fact in Missis PPl .\,Hll\u;-l i view. Morcover, at the

i

{ that the erime | North, asat the Soutn, the phenonm
It we have referred should be | enoh is 4 novelone, there was in the
mted to'the notions ol political Northern States, we believe, no in-
ial equality stance of the erime which we are
tion of bilacks then growing  now discussing before the civil war.

| during the re=| It would be absurd to contend, how

¥ way ol pros

with which the

vne ambie

Onst tion period, The inference | ever, that the Negroes in the North
drawn was that, with the practi ical| ern States ayre not at the present
collanse of the reconstruction legis- | time as civilized as they were forty
ati 1d the consequent vanishing | odd yearsugo. In their case, there-

ns of political and social e« | fore, we must reject the explanation

quality, the erime would beg
xtinet, In aut support of tiis | o a lapse into savigery.

theory of the origin of the crime, | On the whole, we are inclined to

and o ihe remey therelor, (L is point- | think that there is some basis for

ed out that' this particular atrocity | the hypothesis wlich mitkes the re-

ome | which aseribes the new Negro crime

an answer to this.question, for their
new State Constitutions have not
been operative for a sufficiently long
period, It is ﬂid. however, that
already in Alabahia the number of
outrages has noticeably decreased.
It would be supetfluous to point out
the tremendous impertance of the
matter, not only to the Sovuthern
whites, but to the Southern blacks
themselves, If the new Negro crime
becamn extinct fn the Gulf States,
the old pluntation life might be re-
sumed, and the black laborers
would again be Brought under civ-
ilizing influences, instead of being
left to drift inte'isolated communi-
ties, The whole attitudeof the South
ern white toward his black neighbor
would be revolutionized, and the
two races would be brought int>
economic relations that would prove
mutunlly beneficial, Should this
Iprove to be the eflect of the new
| State Constitutions, the American
peaple may have cause to bless the
refusalof the United States Supreme
Court to enforce the Fifteent A=
mendment,

In every Southern community
where the new negro crime has been
prevalent, there bas been engender
{ed a tendency to race aloofness and
hatred; norcan wedoubt thatthe ¢x
tinction of the erime is the indispen-
sable conditionof a revival of the
old pucific, trustiul, and frjendly
inter-lations, We sincerely hope
that the facts with regard to Miss.
issippi are correctly stated by Mr.
Bankhead., Lf they are, we are in-

which is the curse of the South, and | construction  legislation and the [elined to adopt his interpretation of
hax « I'.:in:“r-.l the families of ui.ur ideas generated by it responsible for | their significance;
plantersin the black belt to migrate ﬂt evolution of the new Negro
from the rural districts into t0wWns, | efime.

I e : [
wias entirely unknown before the civ This hypothesis fits all the facts, | Mols Spirit Growing,
il war, and remiined twnkuown for | huing as qv.l. able to the plienoni- | The Alro American Council in

reporied in the Northern as to
thiose ohserved in the Southern
the slavery redime remained domi- | States.  Inthe Northern States the
tin ll]u Negro elument of the | Negro not anly possesses the fran
| chise, but is encouraged to exercise

Before sccepting this theory.to|it, Neither is the encouragement
which Mr, Bankhead is a convert, |confined to one of the great political
we should mention that an entirely | purties, for it is well understood that
rent cause is assigned to the |in certain States of the East and

some vears thereafter, so long as | ena

the ideas and habits acquired under

Southern population

diff
crime by other met, who also Have |central West the Negro vole may
made a caveful study ofthe subject, | turn the scale at closely contested
Keeping in view of the dates at|elections, Nor 1s there any doubt
and localities in which the outrages | that the Negro enjoys more social
which have been perpetrated, '1|hl.v. juality at the North than at the
marking alsothe personal listery of | South,
criminals, they have arrived at lhc.
conclusion that such ontrages are|cities black men are debarred by
sporadic indications of o lapse Of the | custom, though not by law. {rOom
Southern Negro into a state of bar- Im.m) theatres; hotels, allall restaur-
barism or savagery, in which the | ants; but they are not forced to oc-
gratification of the brutish instinets | cupy separate cars on rallwiys and
s no longer subjected to the re-|tramways In Washington for many
straints of civilization. They point | years Nogro officials of the District
to the condition of things of things |o[ Columbia have been permitted to
in Haiti as furnishing corroborative | attend one of the Presidents recep-
thata disregard for sexual restraints | tions, although Mr, Booker Wash.
is characteristic of a commnnily !m;,mn 18, 50 far as we can now re-
which has undergone soc ial degen- |ca11 the gnly colored man that has
eration, This is a plausible hypo- |buen invited to dine at the White
thesis, and it has been accepted by | House, Thereis, in a word, no doubt
many persons who have observed, thatat the North the black man has
or think they have observed, that|attained not only complete political
the generation of the Southern Ne- | equality, but a closer approach to
groes which has grown up since the | social equality, than he is ever like-
civil warismorally and intellectually | Iy 1o attain at the South. 1t would
inferior to the preceding generatica | be difficult not to associate the phe:
which was the product of the slavery | nomena as cause and effect, if, upon
regime. It is generally acknow- ‘Lhorough investigation, it should
ledged, we believe, that the new | prove true thatthe new Negrocrime
Negroat the South is less industr-|is actually more frequent, propor
jous, less thrifty, less trustwortiy, |1jonally to numbers, at the North
and less self countrolled than was|rhao it is at the South,
his father or grandfather. Never-[ Will the experience of Mississip-
theless, the theory which imputeslpi, with regard to the extinction of

It is tyue that in our Northern

the emergence of a new crime 1o a | the crime be repeated in the other
tendency of the Southern blacks to | Souther. States, which have virtua.
relapse into savagery cannot be|lly setat naught the reconstruction
.easily reconciled with another class | legislation, by disiranchising the
We refer to the frequent | Negroes!

It is too early to expect

session at Louisyille, Ky, , last week
during its closing session adopted
an address to the country at large
on the race, in which it is declared
that while the lyuching of Negroes
is decrensing the mob spirit is grow
ing and mob law is extending. The

tosee that the Negro is being held
up to the public gaze as the most
abjectionable and nndesirable city
zen?  The ignorant, vicious, crimi
nal classes are pointed to as the
types and products of the race,
rather than those whoare the output
of the Negro's best endeavors  for
race development and uplift, We
declare this standard of mesurement
to be unfair to any people.

As to mobviolence, itis gratifying
to note that lor the last year or two
the number of victims shows a de
cided decrease,and whileall of these |
were not members of our race, the
vast majority was. Notwithstand
ing this fact, we should not fee] call
el upon to discuss the matter at
this Lime were it not that, while the
number ol vietims is decreasing,
the variety of provocations which
lead up to this act of violence is
growing maore and more insignifi-
cantand numerous. It is not an
unusual thing to read of Negroes
being lynched for impudence, re
fusing to obey, striking awhite man,
etc,

Now, we submit, that lynching
for auy cause is destructive of law
is demoralizing; but to subject per-
sons accused of, even guilty of, such
trivial offenses to unlawful punish-
ment and death is to make the Ne:
gro the marked man of the nation;
for him to suffer violence in such
cause will eventually involve many
of our Lest people. We ask in all
sincerity, Is this right? Such con-
ditions indicite clearly a tendency

address says in part:—Who can fail |

to anarchy ana anarchy for the Ne.
gro will terminate in anarchy for all

men, We make no plea for any
man who may be proved guiity; our
plea is for Inw and for the protec-
tion of the innocent,

It is now clearly evident that the
purpose of those who first started
oslensibly to disfranchise the igno-
rant Negro has been broadenedand
strengthened, Their purpose now
includes all the Negroes, In cer
tain of the States this result has al-
ready been achieved, and thousands
of qualified] men are denied the
right to vote. 1In such States tax-
ation without representation pre-
vails astruly as ever it did when
England held control over the Am-.
erican colonies, We wmuke no ol
jection to the disfranchisement ol
the ignorant Negro, provided the
same class of the other races is sim-
flarly dealt with, Our contention
is not for spucial but for equal priv-
Hleges,

As an example of the growth of
the mob spirit the old and respect-
table city of Evansvyille, Ind., came
under mob rule last Sunday, A
policeman was shot and killed and,
as the muderer was a Negro, evil
disposed individuals setout to lynch
him. Not being able to get the
muderer, the mob began attacking

all the Negroes it came across,

| Some of the black mien tried to de.

fend themselves, That infuriated
the rioters, who do not concede to
the Negro the right of self defense,
Eventually nine people were killed,
thirty five wounded and. ulitho mar
tial law was not prliiclaimed, the
town has since been
of the Militia.
Frobably ifan Evansville police-
man had been killed by a Negroa
year ago there would have heen no
rioting, but today the mob kpirit is
rile in many worthiern cities, Law
lessness 11 one community inflames
the lawless element in another com
munity and it lays hold of the first
opportanity to break the law. It is
evident that the lynchings at Belle
ville aud Wilmington, reported in
these coluuis at the time, and attem
pted lynchings at other points were
one great cause of the attempted
lynching at Evansville and outrag
eous defiance of law in a notably
large number of places in the past

few weeks, The Week's Current.
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The Spur that
Makes Men Struggle.

It is astonishing how much power
thete is in am intense longing or
divine hunger to achieve the partic
ular thing which lies pearest the

' heart.

Napoleon used to sav that a firm
resolution can make realities out of
possibilities,

When I see a youth who hes a
purpose stamped upon his features;
wiien | see him working for this
pearl of great price, carly and late,
so that be cannot be turned from
his course a hair's breath, no matter
what tempts him, I feel sure that he
will succeed, [ never knew a person
who struggled hard, persistly, and
enthusiastically for years toward a
cerain object, who did not, at least
approximutely, attain his end,

On the other hand, when I see one
shirking his duties, who is listiess,
shiftless, indolent, ambitionless, and
shows no desire to get on, no ambi
tion or aspiration which leads him
upward, I feel assured that this boy
will not sugered,

Itis thisdivine hunger for know
ledge or skill which measures our

success power. No youth can ag
complish much without a clean cut
purpose, a lofty ambition.and a long
ing toaccomplishthe thing on which
he has set his heart.

A worthy ambitih is the spur thst
makes man struggle with his destiny
The surest sign of the genius that
can accomplieh thinga -that ran
bring things to pacs, is 3 divine:
longing for accomplishment, or
yenrning to do something and be
somebody in the world,

Lincoln had his divine hunger,
which impelled him to tramp hun
dreds of miles in the forest, bare
footed, to borrow books which he
could not afford to buy.

This hunger for knowledge, this
yearning aspiration, struggling for
expangion and growth, this longing
which ever looks ipwardand toward
the light, ~this is the kind of genius
which every youth should cultivate,

The boy Garfield showed this
divine hunger when he applied for
a chance to ning the academy bell
and sweep the floors for his tuition,
and when he cut wood for fifty con
setive days in order to earna few
doilars to make his way at school.

June Success,

Negro Bell Boy's Ambitions.

Expects Some Day to Found dUreat
School for His Race,

Tho only Negro graduute ion the elasy
of 1902 st thi Eavsis Slate Normal col:
logte, at Emporiz, is captain of the bell
bovs at the Milland botel in this oy,
Ho is' Alongol). Bow!l'ng, aged 24 yonrs,
and be espects 10 educational
wark fo hin ffe's voration. He hiny a
Aream thiat ho wiil somoe Jday begome the
liend of n great schiow! for the Negro
ehildron and youlh of the United States,
r evien thao the Tuskoyes Lostilote,
el Booker T. Washington i the
head, Anod there is nothing visionsryin
the pesition of the young man who has
o0 rkul his way thra the great Nermal
Hege of Kangns, and who will go this
full to Ann tHnrbor, Mioh., thore to con.

tinue his preparat wn for educatiog the ne

groes innfive yenrs’ course iy Literature
nnd fine Arts.  For thnt is the plan, and
it will be earried ot to the letter. How
ling hiss done onough so far in his work
to give nssurance that he will go on,

This remarkable young vogro is 8 oa-
tive of Kentucky, whore at the ageof 16
yaars e began teabhing pubtin sohool,
He seturnod to Lis native town last sum
mer and there sonduected thes county tens
cher's Institute at a salary of five dollars
n dny-- anid) it wox geanrted that the old In
stitute for negro tenoh@es at Russellville
had aever bofore beea so well vonduated
Buwling
eurtnd hisowo way theu the High Sclioal
at Kunsas City, Kas. and later io Tope-
k1, o miado every vent of the mony it
r"i'.lll"'il 10 gain him his degrees and hon-
ors st Emporia, His vacation employ«
mont has been at the Midland Hotel for
tany vears, Duriog the term. he has
workod as walter, in hoarding elubs at
the college, This is the manner inwhich
b expocts to gaip his way thru Abn
Harbor college. Whils 1o the Kansas
Normal, he devoted a great deal of atten
tion to wood earvivg and iron grill work,
He ook fiest prige in the former, and
that employment netted b m & nast mll‘li
tion to his income ns waiter,

Young Bowling is very blnek, e has
the intalligent features and the well lor-
mad hoad of the deep thinker, In his vol
or alone iy betypleally a negreo. 1o his
poise, demeasor, and babits of converda
tian ha is oharacteristically a well bred
wan. He Lins ambition gnough to win de-
grees lrom Lo greatest universitien and
prassnce enough to make people respeot
tiim, **l bhave only one dexire.’ said he
it talking of hig intended career, “‘That
isto becoms a great educator. There
is & field for the effort, which 1 expoct
tomake snd [ bellove the feld is resdy,
It will be o easy matter 10 astablish o
gteat gollege for the nogra youts, and
that is the aabition 1 booe (o realies.'”
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